
The word exodus means exit or departure. It first appears in in Ex 19:1 in which it is stated that the people had gone out 
of the land of Egypt.  The Hebrew word for gone out of is translated departure or exodus by the Septuagint (LXX), the 
Greek translation of the Old Testament.  This word was soon applied to the entire book.  
 The exodus is therefore is the biblical account of the departure of God’s people from slavery to salvation, from 
Egypt to the Promised Land.  The primary theme of this book is a salvation of God’s people in a spectacular, 
supernatural, sovereign way, from intense, oppressive enemy captivity to a glorious redemption which the Lord God did 
not do in a corner but which he accomplished as a cosmic witness of his power and glory, beginning, of course with 
Egypt.  In his redemption, God judged Egypt through the ten plagues, a judgment meted out not only against the 
Egyptian government and people but also against their gods, Ex 12:12.  It is the story of the monergistic redemptive work 
of God whose Self-revelation to his covenant people is embedded in redemptive overtones: "I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.”  20:2.  This phrase is also a creedal statement of 
faith as well as a central theme of reflection for Israel.   
 Today, we will begin to conduct a brief study of the relationship between the books of Genesis and Exodus.  
That is to say, we will show from the testimony of Scripture that these books are inseparably connected, the former 
flowing into the latter; the former account being continued in the latter; the first setting the stage for the second; the 
previous history being an organic forerunner of the later work.  The overarching principle minding these books is the 
manifest truth that the God of the Bible is a God who acts in history.  He is immanent in his creation and is intimately 
involved in the lives of his people through whom he is forging and accomplishing his redemptive purposes.  The God of 
Genesis is therefore the God of Exodus, as indeed he is the God of all history. 
 With this centralizing truth in place, we can begin to identify the continuity of God’s consistent acts in both of 
these foundational books of holy writ.  The continuation of the book of Genesis in Exodus as shown in the first 
place by the similarity of language between Ex 1:1, “These are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with 
Jacob, ..”  and Gen 46:8, “Now these are the names of the descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob …” In the 
Hebrew text, the first six words of both passages are identical and therefore indicate a conscious continuity between the 
two works.  As we have stated above, this link is one of essential, theological significance and not one of mere linguistic 
similarity. 
 Secondly, the indispensable connection between Gen and Ex is shown by the creation language that is 
used in reference to God’s covenant people in Egypt.  Exodus 1:7 states that “.. the people of Israel were fruitful and 
increased greatly; they multiplied and grew exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them.”  Fruitful is taken 
from the divine mandate for Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply, Gen 1:28, and increased greatly is rendered swarm 
in the creation account of Gen 1:20, 21, etc. Lastly the land was filled .. in Ex 1:7 repeats the divine command to fill the 
earth in Gen 1:28.  In establishing these similarities, the Lord God is teaching us that, in the same way that he employed 
these words to effect a new creation in the first book of recorded history, he is also using them to establish a new creation 
in the Exodus account.  The Exodus event therefore is couched in language of a new creation.  “Exodus is not only a 
continuation of a past story but also the beginning of a new one. In Exodus 1 a theme is introduced that will prove to be 
central throughout Scripture; Israel’s redemption from Egypt is described in creation language. Redemption is an act of 
‘re-creation’ ..”. . [P. E. Enns, “Exodus (Book),” ed. T. Desmond Alexander and Brian S. Rosner, New Dictionary of Biblical Theology 
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), 147. Logos Bible Software] 
  

 


